How the FBI Used Reporters 

Ejt-Qfficials Say Trading Data Helped Bureaii 


' By Walter Pincuaj . ; 

#1 Washington PoatStatli-WrUer 
; Deputy Associate Di- 
rector James B. Adams'Ttold 
I House subcoitunlttee' re- 
^ntly that the “PBtt still is 
jijjng journalists 'ks' Isfot- 
^ants,” but vhe ducj^e^’'(jues- 
Ikins on what IcindsTif. rela- 
tionships exist. • 

: F Adams also declined to 
how many ^ouK^ets 
^e involved. V ' - 

‘ The disclosures of the 
Central Intelligence- - Agen- 
cy’s clandestine use of re- 

S orters led recently to edop- 
ion of a new ClA policy 
jarring such redat^jii^dps 


with reporters accredited to 
American news organiza- 
tions. 

The PBI,.howeverj^ refuses 
to describe Its journalist-in- 
formant program, . 

Adanis told the House 
subcominittee that the “FBI 
does not exclude newsmen 
as informani^& a matter o^. 
policy if, tbeyjwant to ass]^t'-<;i 
crimfpal 0 T foreign intejtf- - ’ 
gence investigations.” 

He didfnot distinguish be- 
tween reporters who ex- 
change 'formation infor- 
Vmally with the FBI as tfjey 
work on stories and those 
who the PHI pay in return '< 
f ar cooperatiDn.> v 

AUhwi||hL^gptit FBI of- 
ficial^- to discuss - - 

the role?^f Journalist-in- 
formants , a ffew-’^former toR, r , 
buregu.. jifficials agreed tc|>. 
dised sidl f M ^ajll^^ M nerri ' 

“Throughout the years,” 

f^om the 
press. We got; A‘3&^ help 
pnd we gailela lot of help.” 
Most' of” what the FBI 
gave 'whs nei y^ ^ j ^es andi 
lnfo^ra8^j;^,'^;s^^ 

“I worn# doubt there was. 


were the highest-ranking 
confidential sources — execu- 
tives, editors, publishers in 
the news business, corporate 
leaders, university presi- 
dents and some members of 
Congress. They would be in- 
Congress. They would be ap 
preached Infrequently and 
oidy with Hoover’s periomd 


book publishing chouses. At 
that level they' could give 
FBI agents proofs of, news 
I stoories and Occasionally of 
books befor^;1;hey were pub-’ 
I'-lished.:- . ■ . •< ‘ i 


''“Jlhese people would 
never be paid,” one former 
FBI official said. “If they 
went abroad, however^ the 
’'EBI legal attache i would 
meet them at the ahsport 
,-withi a cavt help theift with 
Bhoppingi -perhaps get a.dis- 
Cjpii^ dd a hotel hill.” 

\ The Senate intelligence 
commttee report gives ,pn 
-illustration of the use -to 


any paying [of money] on 


! lh IfiM, according to, 'the 
report, the FBI through^ its 

reai tUmsblp with th fiLiaard 

magazine was able 
'tp an “unfavorable 

' about the b^^^' 
anifefOrestall pubhcahon of 
gh-atSicie toy Dr. MarHn i*u- 
.jfter’King Jr. 

I \ * Special sources. These 
\are people at the working 


^tenrive scMe^^^ ' organizations 

another oHIcial. “If anyone J««st are reporters on Iwal 
was going to get informaUon , ne^papers who trade Mor- 
and needed help,” he added, ' with the local 

“the bureau Would pay ek- ^ i. Ji. 

mensea’’ I Washington, however, 

I Reporters were used to 1^® assistant dhector 

Idistribute stories of the FBI ■ llu charge of the Criminal 


the OOINTELPRO oper-;.'!®®®®*''** Division for years 


ation and to gather informa- 
tion in crlminal and domes- 
tic intelligence ^reas. 

One former official sfid, 
the relationships with "re- 
porters under the- late FBI 
Director J* - Bdgar Hoover 
were of three main types. 

t Special contacts. These 


I had the responsibility under 
Hoover for fleveioping w>hat 
one former FBI -official 
called "a stable of conserva- 
tive newsmen” with whom 
M c ctjdd plant stories. ' • 
Sp^btl sources also were 
efhployed on the mechanical 
newspapers .imd ih 


’< These people were not 
paid for ^eir: assistance! to 
! the buream 

i profited professipnally by 

the informatloh' ?4hey re- 
l ceived and ,gHl’en, ooca- 

: ^ Sifts such.’as luggage, ' 

r or golf clubs; according to 
! ' former ofiiciaja. ? 

[ The Senate intelligence 

‘ committee gave many exam- 
‘ pies of reportesis taking part 
in the FBFe ; “Mask- Media 
Program” toy .writing, artir 
3 cles based on ,b.m;eau ;mate- 
i ‘ rial. 

> In September ip69, for ex- ^ 

*' ample, accordingj'^^an FBI ■ 

' memo, materiJfl^rou -Ihe 
; '”*l«idening pift”- ;-bfe,tween , 
g black militants,- khd' Jjfew 

j' Left actlvists.-was.torbe de- 
itSw.Bvered to syn- 

e dicated .columnii^ to focus 
g attention on this vdevelpping 
» situation.” ' ’ ’f* , 
f The committee was unsuc- 

cessful in its ''attempts ' to 
find out the, name of this 
s columnist and others refer- 
g red to in documents Mre- 
j. ceived from the FBL^ 
i • Informants. Theshnreau 

had three classes of 
[1 informants; i^alkdns, ; or i po- 
tential inf ormants wh®’ are 
-, not paid but can, have ex- 
r ' penses reimbursed;' poten- 
il ^ tial security informants who 
s are paid for the '.informa- 
r tion they deliver, and aecu- 
tt rity informants > Who j are 
tl paid regular' salaries as long 
1 - as they provide si^sfactory 
n information. 

. 'Reporters who ' a*le infor- 

e mants are almost- plways in- 
d the first categdzy.^isHmbriding 
h to FBI sOtumes.1 - 


i. 


